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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To increase the suction force of a thin tabular specimen to a 
holding part and to facilitate a mounting/dismounting of the specimen by a 
method wherein a negative pressure is caused in a space part, which is formed 
between the specimen and the holding part, the specimen is held by a negative 
pressure suction force and an electrostatic voltage is applied between the 
specimen and an electrode in the holding part. 

CONSTITUTION: A wafer transfer robot 109 is actuated, a wafer 107 delivered 
from a wafer cassette 110 is placed on a holder 108 on a holder transfer arm 
116, then, the holder 108 is placed on a holder table 111 in an exhaust chamber 
104. Then, a vent hole 302 for wafer suction use in the table 111 and a 
ventilating flow path 303 in the holder 108 are evacuated, the pressure in the 
hole 302 and the flow path 303 is turned into a negative pressure and the wafer 
107 is held on the holder 108 by a negative pressure suction force and is 
flattened with sufficient accuracy. After that, the table 111 is moved 
downward. Thereby, terminals 304 come into contact to terminals 306 and when 
an electrostatic voltage is applied to an electrode 305, the wafer 107 is held 
on the holder 108 by an electrostatic suction force and the suction force of 
the wafer to the holder is increased. 
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